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GENERAL OVERVIEW 

 

Ankuda, Stadler & Moeller, Ltd. is a Civil Litigation Defense Firm located in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Our firm is focused on the defense of insurance carriers, their insureds, self-insureds, and 

governmental entities. We defend matters arising from a multitude of events resulting in bodily 

injury, catastrophic loss, property damage, professional and contractual liability.  

 

Our commitment to our clients is simple: provide a high quality, cost-effective defense 

accompanied by honest, timely and effective reporting. Our clients need to know as soon as 

possible if a case should be resolved quickly or if trial is imminent. We also understand that our 

initial case assessment is paramount to their evaluation of risk.   

 

Most importantly, we understand that litigation and the events that precipitate it can cause our 

clients a great deal of stress.  We have worked as claim representatives and managers for some of 

the largest insurers in the world and understand that, once hired, we become the face of the insurer 

to its insured.  

 

Our team is a purpose-driven, battle-tested group of attorneys who share a passion for innovative 

legal thinking, unwavering advocacy and utilization of state of the art technology aimed at 

increasing our efficiency and reducing our clients’ litigation costs. Our lawyers have tried 

hundreds of cases throughout the state of Ohio to the satisfaction of our clients and have assisted 

insurance carriers throughout the nation in their navigation of complex coverage issues. 

 

Our firm is a proud member of the Claims & Litigation Management Alliance, a nonpartisan 

alliance of corporations, insurance companies, law firms and service providers committed to 

furthering the highest standards of litigation management. Our membership in this organization 

serves as one of the many ways we strive, not only to provide our clients with an effective defense, 

but to truly understand their business.  

 

LOCATION AND COVERED JURISDICTIONS 

 

1120 Oswald Centre 

1100 Superior Avenue, East 

Cleveland, Ohio 44114  

 

Our office is located in Cleveland, Ohio in the newly designated Oswald Centre. Our practice is 

state-wide, extending from Cleveland to Toledo to Ashtabula to Cincinnati.  Our attorneys practice 

in all state and federal courts throughout Ohio and have handled cases on a pro hac vice basis in 

Michigan, Pennsylvania, Kentucky and West Virginia. 
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OUR ATTORNEYS 

 

CHRISTOPHER J. ANKUDA:  

 

 Education:  

 

 J.D., Cleveland State University, Cleveland Marshall College of Law  

 B.A., Cleveland State University, Cleveland, OH 

 

 Licensure:  

 

  Ohio (2001)  

 U.S. District Court, Northern District of Ohio  

 

 Biography:  

 

Chris is a Co-Founder and Member of the firm.  He represents individuals, businesses and 

insurance carriers in the defense of wrongful death, catastrophic bodily injury and property 

damage claims in addition to practicing in appellate courts throughout Ohio.  

 

Prior to entering the legal profession, Chris carried out a nearly 12-year career at The 

Progressive Insurance Company, primarily managing litigation files. This background and 

experience provides Chris a unique understanding of the needs and expectations of 

insurance carriers and their Insureds when it comes to reporting requirements and litigation 

management.  

 

Chris is frequently called upon to defend and take to trial a variety of claims  for individuals 

and business stemming from property and casualty claims, criminal matters and first-party 

claims against many of the nation’s largest insurance carriers. Chris has obtained numerous 

defense verdicts for his clients at trial, even in cases of admitted liability. 

 

DAVID P. STADLER:  

 

 Education:  

 

 J.D., Cleveland State University, Cleveland Marshall College of Law  

 B.A., University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA 

 

 Licensure:  

 

  Ohio (2001)  

 U.S. District Court, Northern District of Ohio  

 

 Biography:  

 

Dave is a Co-Founder and Member the firm. He has tried over 50 cases throughout the 

state of Ohio including catastrophic injury and wrongful death claims.  He is regularly 

called upon by insurance companies to investigate and issue opinions regarding coverage 
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questions.  In addition, Dave has been retained to argue numerous cases in appellate courts 

throughout the state.   

 

Prior to beginning his legal career, Dave worked as both a casualty adjuster and claim 

manager for the Allstate Insurance Company. This background and experience provides 

Dave a unique understanding of the needs and expectations of insurance carriers and their 

policyholders when it comes to reporting requirements, fair and accurate billing and 

litigation management.  

 

Dave has represented clients in product liability, professional liability, construction defect, 

and other types of commercial litigation throughout the State of Ohio.  He has presented 

seminars on the topics of insurance law, litigation, and the utilization of experts for 

insurance companies and other attorneys.  He was a Mayoral appointee to the Lakewood 

Citizen’s Advisory Committee and is a member of the Advisory Board of Trinity 

Lakewood Community Outreach.  Dave has been selected for inclusion in the Super 

Lawyers - Rising Star Edition by the publishers of Super Lawyers Magazine.  He has been 

appointed as a Delegate to the 8th District Judicial Conference for 2012 and 2013.  In 2013 

Dave was appointed Acting Judge in the Lakewood Municipal Court, Lakewood, Ohio.  

He is a member of the Claims & Litigation Management Alliance.   

 

COLIN P. MOELLER:  

  

 Education:  

 

 J.D., Cleveland State University, Cleveland Marshall College of Law  

          Order of the Barristers  

 B.A., DePaul University, Chicago, IL  

 

 Licensure:  

 

  Ohio (2004)  

 U.S. District Court, Northern District of Ohio  

 U.S. District Court, Southern District of Ohio  

 

 Biography:  

 

Colin is a Co-Founder and Managing Partner of the firm. He focuses his practice on the 

defense of personal injury, catastrophic loss and property damage actions. He is also often 

called upon by many of the nation’s largest insurance carriers to handle coverage disputes, 

and first party bad-faith claims. In addition to being licensed in Ohio, he has defended 

carriers and their insureds in Kentucky, West Virginia and Pennsylvania. Colin has also 

been recognized on numerous occasions for excellence in appellate advocacy.  

 

Colin represents manufacturers and suppliers of products ranging from industrial material 

handling products, plastics, roofing materials, wood-chippers, cranes, hydraulic lifts, 

commercial cooling devices, trucking components, hydrogen gas storage units, fuel 

containment mechanisms and fork-lifts against multi-million dollar catastrophic injury and 

property claims, with many of these claims resulting in death, catastrophic injury, claims 

of extended conscious pain and suffering and massive property loss. He recently defended 

a large material handling plastic’s manufacturer against a sixty million dollar, industry 
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wide, product liability claim stemming from the loss of a massive plastic-injection molding 

facility in Kentucky that involved over forty experts and complicated fire suppression, 

material handling, warning and design issues. 

 

Colin is a member of the Claims and Litigation Management Alliance and was appointed 

by his peers to the Order of the Barristers. He has presented on the issues of liability 

stemming from hydraulic fracturing and natural gas extraction at the national level and has 

also presented on defending mechanical system claim failures.  

 

KAROLINE M. MACIAK:  

 

Education:  

 

 J.D., Cleveland-Marshall College of Law, Cleveland State University, Ohio 

 B.A., John Carroll University, Ohio   

  Lambda Pi Eta Communications Honor Society 

 

 Licensure:  

 

  Ohio (2008)  

 

 Biography: 
 

Karoline joined the firm in 2014 as an Associate Attorney. Prior to joining the firm, 

Karoline served as Judicial Staff Attorney for the Honorable Judge Shirley Strickland 

Safford of the Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court where she was responsible for 

running the Judge’s entire civil docket.  

 

Outside of the firm, Karoline serves as an Adjunct Professor of Paralegal Studies at 

Cuyahoga County Community College.  

 

JAMIE GANNER:  

 

Education:  

 

 J.D., Cleveland-Marshall College of Law, Cleveland State University, Ohio 

  Cleveland State Law Review – Executive Editor 

  Graduated with Honors  

 B.A., Hiram College, Ohio   

  Cum Laude 

 

 Licensure:  

 

  Ohio (2013)  
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Biography: 

 

Jamie joined the firm in 2014 as an Associate Attorney. Prior to joining the firm, Jamie 

served as a Judicial Extern for the Honorable Judge Christopher A. Boyko of the United 

States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio. During law school, Jamie worked 

as a law clerk for several prominent civil litigation firms in Cleveland, Ohio and further 

served as a student clinician for the Cleveland-Marshall’s Civil Litigation Clinic where he 

co-drafted the a Petition for Certiorari with the United States Supreme Court regarding the 

propriety of DNA evidence in criminal convictions. Jamie also served as Executive Editor 

of the Cleveland State Law Review.  

 

PRACTICE AREAS 

 

Ankuda, Stadler & Moeller’s seasoned attorneys lead our firm in the following areas:  

Insurance/Self-Insurance Coverage:  

Our firm is often called upon by insurers to provide professional opinions on a multitude of 

insurance coverage issues. We consistently produce timely opinion letters that thoroughly analyze 

questions of coverage and present informed recommendations to our clients. This enables our 

clients to make reasoned and fair decisions concerning their policyholders. 

We have considerable experience in providing this unique service in the area of insurance defense. 

We have examined and written opinions on a variety of issues, including stacking of coverage and 

priority of payment in uninsured motorist claims, reservation of rights, preservation of policy 

defenses, apportionment of claims involving multiple first-party property coverage, and the effect 

of policy conditions and exclusions. 

We also provide our clients with the sound legal counsel necessary to avoid claims of bad faith.  

Catastrophic Loss:  

 

Whether stemming from loss of life, loss of limb, traumatic brain injury, asphyxiation, crush 

injury, or significant property loss, our attorneys have handled high exposure cases including those 

arising from power plant explosions, fires, tractor-trailer accidents, electrocutions, crane 

malfunctions, industrial equipment failures, mine floods and explosions, building/structure defect, 

and automobile accidents.  

 

Product Liability:  

 

Our attorneys have routinely defended manufactures and suppliers of industrial machinery, motor-

carrier component parts, material handling products, athletic equipment, electronic equipment, 

cranes and lifts, elevators, appliances, building materials, chemical agents, compressed gas storage 

containers and pressure relief devices. Regardless of whether a client’s product is the subject of a 

defective design, manufacture or ineffective warning claim, our firm stands ready to aggressively 

defend them.  

 

Trucking and Transportation:  

 

Our attorneys possess the skills and capabilities to investigate, defend and try cases involving 

motor carrier, bus, waste hauler, moving-van line and automobile and rail fleets faced with 

catastrophic injury, property and environmental claims. Our representation often begins the day or 
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night of the accident or loss when called to a scene of an accident to investigate, preserve evidence 

and evaluate claims.  

 

Construction Errors and Omissions:  

 

We have successfully defended manufacturers and suppliers of homes, schools, municipal 

buildings, commercial buildings and retaining walls in addition to architects, engineers, material 

suppliers, general contractors, sub-contractors and project managers faced with construction defect 

and design claims arising from mold infestation, slope instability, architectural design issues, 

faulty concrete, steel erection, wiring and/or plumbing and numerous other construction errors and 

omissions.   

 

Bad Faith Claims:  

 

Our attorneys defend many of the nation’s largest insurance carriers against first and third-party 

(in applicable states) bad faith claims brought by insureds, indemnities and claimants. We 

understand the high risk associated with these claims and work diligently toward disposition by 

way of motion, alternative dispute avenues and, when necessary, trial.   

 

Coverage Disputes:  

 

We are frequently retained to interpret all lines of insurance policies to formulate an opinion as to 

whether an insured is entitled to a defense or indemnification, with or without a reservation of 

rights, under the terms, conditions, exclusions and endorsements of a policy. Additionally, our 

attorneys are called upon to provide coverage analysis when competing policies appear to cover a 

single loss and/or an indemnification provision of an insured contract appears to trigger coverage 

or an exclusion of coverage under a policy or state law. 

  

Professional Liability:  

Our firm understands that Ohio has become a haven for professional liability claims against 

attorneys, engineers, real estate agents, accountant and insurance brokers who are in need of 

zealous advocates on their behalf. We recognize that these clients are understandably demanding 

and often take an active role in their own defense. They also expect successful and quick resolution, 

while at the same time valuing discretion and confidentiality.  

Commercial Liability: 

 

Our lawyers stand ready to litigate and arbitrate a variety of commercial, contractual and 

transactional disputes. Many of these disputes involve issues concerning procurement of insurance, 

indemnification, exculpatory contract provisions, non-compete issues and assignment of rights.  

 

Appellate Practice:  

 

We do not consider appellate practice as being exclusively related to an end result at the trial court 

level. Our attorneys proactively monitor trials for our clients to identify potential procedural, 

substantive and evidentiary issues that need to be addressed by trial counsel to protect the appellate 

record. When prosecuting or defending an appeal, our skilled advocates clearly and persuasively 

present our client’s position to state and federal courts at all levels throughout the state of Ohio.   
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Personal Lines Automobile and Premises Liability: 

 

Our attorneys have collectively tried hundreds of personal lines automobile accident and 

homeowner’s liability cases.  We regularly handle everything from “minor/low impact soft tissue” 

to wrongful death cases throughout Ohio.  We are well versed in premises liability and its defenses, 

often obtaining summary judgments for our clients.  We also know that the personal lines policy 

holders are not as well versed in the litigation process and that it is just as important to hold their 

hands throughout the litigation process as it is to provide them with excellent legal representation.   

 

Case Assessments and Consultations: 

 

In addition to litigating cases and providing coverage opinions, our attorneys often participate in 

“roundtable” consultations wherein we provide advice and analysis as to the evaluation of claims, 

avenues of investigation, and assessment of risk prior to litigation.  These informal discussions are 

free and can take place at the claims office or via telephone. 

 

REPRESENTATIVE CLIENTS 

 

 

Amerigas, Celina Insurance Group, The Cincinnati Insurance Companies, Cuyahoga County 

Metropolitan Housing Authority, Cuyahoga County Engineers/Department of Public Works, 

Allstate Insurance Company, State Farm Insurance Company, Progressive Insurance Company, 

The Ohio Transit Risk Pool, Erie Insurance Company, Fort Dearborn Life Insurance Company, 

Liberty Mutual Insurance Company, Encompass Insurance Company, Homesite Insurance 

Company, Zurich Insurance Company, Frankenmuth Insurance Company, CNA Insurance 

Company.  

 

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT 

 

It is our mission is to provide our clients with the finest legal service through zealous and 

aggressive representation, personal attention and professional diligence. Fair and accurate billing 

is the standard, not the exception as is prompt and thorough reporting.  

 

When our clients succeed, we succeed. We strive to develop lasting relationships with our clients, 

and do so by being guided by the following principles: 

 

 Our clients deserve our personal and timely attention. Calls are 

returned promptly. We must be accessible. If a client refers a file to 

one of our partners, that partner will oversee the handling of that file 

until its conclusion, making sure to staff the file appropriately.  

 

 Our work must be thorough and effective. We are zealous advocates 

for our clients. They depend on us to aggressively pursue their goals, 

leaving no stone unturned. Whether in the courtroom or in our 

research and pleadings, we strive to find ways to best advance the 

client’s cause.  

 

 We are counselors as well as advocates. We communicate in clear 

language that our clients understand. We advise as well as represent. 
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Our clients deserve to know what we do, why we do it, and how it 

benefits them.  

 

 Our clients are entitled to professionalism from us. We ascribe to 

the highest professional ethics, and protect their confidences from 

improper disclosure.  

 

 Our clients need to know what lies on the legal horizon. We stay 

abreast of developments in the law and inform our clients of how 

these changes may affect them.  

 

 Our legal services need to be affordable. We use technology and 

procedures to minimize costs wherever possible. Fair and accurate 

billing is the standard, not the exception. 

 

 Our clients’ interests are paramount. They are the reason we exist as 

a firm, and within the bounds of professional ethics, we pursue their 

interests relentlessly.  

 


